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The Hook

Former home of Wheeling Gaunt.
• Who is/was Wheeling Gaunt?
• Was it really his home?

•It must be.  Everybody says so.
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The Historic District

Yellow Springs News 10/02
“The Yellow Springs Historic District – containing virtually all of the 
village except its newer sections – was approved for inclusion in the 
National Register of Historic Places in April of 1982.

“A rich heritage of historical significance and architectural diversity 
qualified the Yellow Springs Historic District for National Register 
recognition.

“...

“Official recognition of the Yellow Springs Historic District qualifies 
owners of property within it for federal tax benefits if they rehabilitate, 
rather than destroy or neglect, historic structures.  Owners are also 
eligible for federal historical preservation grants, when available.  And 
federally-funded projects may not negate the historic significance of the 
district.”
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The Historic District Inventory
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The Historic District Inventory
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The Roof was Shake
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One-Story Historic Wing (Photo shows early cars on street)

• Deed record shows that W.G. owned the property from 5/31/1872 until his death in 
1894.

• Tax records for 1876 indicate that a brick house is being built on the property in 1876
• W. G. paid the taxes
• a hand-written addition to the tax records
• Valued at $1,650

• Was the front, two-story section built later?
• Still need to search tax records from 1876 to present.
• Architectural evidence, ceilings in one-story are about a foot shorter.

Outhouse
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One-Story Historic Wing (High resolution)
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Builder

• Historic edition of Yellow Springs News reported –

Tom Donnely, former Yellow Springs mayor and acquaintance of 
Mr. Gaunt recalls that his father built a brick residence at 131 North 
Walnut Street for Mr. Gaunt in the 1870’s.
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But Did the Gaunts Live in the House?

• The 1860 Yellow Springs Census
– The Gaunts do not appear

• The 1870 Yellow Springs Census
– Mr. Gaunt is listed as a day laborer.

• He was listed as 56 years old (this would put his birth year ~ 1814).
• He owned $4,000 in real estate.
• He owned $6,000 in personal property

– Mrs. Gaunt (Amanda) is listed as keeping house.
• She was listed as 47 years old (this puts her birth year ~ 1823)

• The 1880 Yellow Springs Census
– Mr. Gaunt is listed as a laborer.

• He was listed as 64 years old (this would put his birth year ~ 1816).
– Mrs. Gaunt (Amanda) is listed as keeps house.

• She was listed as 60 years old (this would put her birth year at
1820).

• The 1890 Census
– Was burned in a fire and no longer exists.

• The 1900 Yellow Springs Census
– The Gaunts do not appear
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Surrounding Census, no names from Title Search

• 1880
– Collin, David
– Holhut, Adam
– Donley, ______
– Polkemns, Hattie
– GAUNTS
– Rhodes, George
– Howard, Eliza

• 1870
– Campbelle, Patricia
– Snaefe, William
– Adam, James
– GAUNTS
– Rickorce
– Dye, Jack
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Wheeling Gaunt’s Second Marriage –
Mrs. Elizabeth Nichols of Xenia, July 2, 1890
No address or indication of where residing.

Source:  Greene County Archives, Record of Marriages
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Will Lists Property

• Frame Cottage $400 (119 North Walnut)

• Frame Cottage $400 (123 North Walnut)
• Frame Cottage $400 (127 North Walnut)

• Brick Dwelling $1750 (131 North Walnut)

• Frame Cottage $350 (135 North Walnut)

• Frame Cottage $600 (139 North Walnut)

• Frame Cottage on West Side of Walnut St. $375 (138 N. Walnut?)
• Vacant lot on Cliff Street $40 (142 North Walnut?)

• Vacant lot on Walnut Street $50 (141 North Walnut?)

• About 7 inlots $225

• About 10 acres deeded to Village $700 (Gaunt Park)
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Wheeling Gaunt Holdings on North Side of Yellow Springs

Donated to Wilberforce
Other owned by W.G.

131 North Walnut

10, 11, 12

1,2,3,4
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Title Search
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Title Search
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Title Search
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Title Search
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Title Search
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Title Search
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Title Search
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Title Search
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Title Search

Didn’t trace past sale from Judge Mills.  Figuring out Mills holdings is a REAL adventure!
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Which Part of His Holdings on Walnut was Our Property?
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Sketch from 1855 Wall Map
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1895 Sanborne Map Note the full cruciform is present 20 years after
the original 1876 note in tax records.

Address is 102 and they count up from the north.
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1896 Map
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The Jigsaw Puzzle


